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WALKER CITY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES 

WALKER FIRE HALL MEETING ROOM 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2022 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER – Mayor McMurrin 

Mayor Annie McMurrin called the special work session meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

➢ Pledge of Allegiance 

➢ Councilmembers present: Annie McMurrin, Mary Beth Hansen, Char Moore, Jim 

Senenfelder, Gary Wilkening 

➢ Councilmembers absent: None 

➢ Others present during portions of the meeting include: 

 

Numerous elected officials from Pine Lake Township, Leech Lake Township, Turtle 

Lake Township, and Shingobee Township 

 

Numerous members of the public 

 

Hope Fairchild, City Administrator 

Carrie Huston, Walker Public Library Manager 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING, LIBRARY & LIQUOR STORE – Councilmember Hansen 

1. Discussion on new Walker Public Library plans and financial information with Boards of 

Pine Lake Township, Leech Lake Township, Turtle Lake Township, and Shingobee 

Township. 

 

Administrator Fairchild presented the meeting packet, which was provided to elected 

officials as well as the public. Following is a summary of the presentation: 

- Location: the new Walker Public Library will be located up on the hill off of Tower 

Avenue, at the top of 2nd Street South, between the water towers and the community 

garden. The property is currently marked out for the building.  

- Building placement and design: the building’s long side will be parallel with Tower 

Avenue. The front entrance will be facing south, or toward the ball fields. When you 

drive on Tower Avenue, you will see the back of the building. There will be a 

driveway that wraps around the building that leads to a parking lot that will be 

parallel with the front entrance. Reason for building layout: to get as close to Tower 

Avenue as possible in order to take advantage of the view of Leech Lake down 2nd 

Street S. The building will also serve as a block to the wind, and with the building 

facing south, the sun will aid in the melting of ice/snow on the roof, steps and ramp, 

and parking lot. The building will also serve as a safety block between the street and 

the greenspace beyond the parking lot to be used for outdoor programming. 

- Building interior design: the building is about 5,000 square feet, with two levels. 

There will be slight changes to both the interior and exterior plans, but they are very 

close to being complete. The entire main level is for library services, including a test 

room and small conference room. There is also a fireplace area. The lower level has 
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storage as well as a mechanical room, as long as a very small area for Council 

chambers, connected to a large community room, which will be used for library 

programming, as well as public use by reservation.  

- Bid/begin construction: the plan is to take the project out for bid in January/February 

of 2023, and construction would take place during the spring/summer/fall of 2023. 

- Cost: after speaking with both Hytec Construction and Meyers Group Architecture, 

both contracted by the City of Walker for library design services, stated that the 

building should cost somewhere between 2-2.5 million dollars.  

- Library building fund balance: there is currently $702,000.00 in the library building 

fund, including the first installment from the Dale and Harriet Jones pledge 

agreement in the amount of $200,000.00. The City plans on covering the remaining 

$800,000.00 of the pledge, which brings the total to $1,502,000.00. City 

Councilmembers stated that they plan to add another $200,000 – 300,000 to the 

library building fund. 

- Contribution opportunities: the Walker Library Advisory Board created, and the City 

Council approved of the Walker Public Library Donor Recognition/Naming Policy 

for the new library. Under this policy, two donations/pledges have been received: 

Dale and Harriet Jones pledge agreement for the naming of the building in the amount 

of $1 million, and the Myrtle Jacobson Youth Collection donation in the amount of 

$10,000.00. There are still numerous naming opportunities, and the policy can be 

found on the city website (www.ci.walker.mn.us).  

- Library expenses: overview of listed expenses from packet, including yearly levy to 

Kitchigami Regional Library Services, property insurance, electric costs, water costs, 

propane/natural gas costs, sewer costs, printer fees, library programming expenses, 

library operating supplies, library capital projects – library building expenses, and 

library rent expenses. It is important to note that a lot of these costs are from the old 

library building, so these are just examples for the new building. 

 

The meeting was then opened up for discussion and questions from elected officials in 

the community. Members of the Walker City Council discussed adding another 

$200,000.00 - $300,000.00 to the project fund. The fund is currently made up of around 

$300,000.00 from Walker City funds, and the rest was from donations. Elected officials 

requested a breakdown of Walker Public Library card holders by city/township. Walker 

City Councilmembers discussed the reason for this meeting – to present plans to 

surrounding Townships and to show the need for additional funds. The Walker City 

Council was not requesting that surrounding Townships cover the entire gap, but that 

they consider a meaningful contribution(s) to the new building. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – Mayor McMurrin 

Mayor Annie McMurrin adjourned the meeting at 7:46 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ __________________________________________ 

Annie McMurrin, Mayor   Hope Fairchild, City Administrator/Clerk-Trs. 

http://www.ci.walker.mn.us/

